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HOMEMAKERS '  CHAT  Tuesday,  May  l4,  igl+o 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 
Subject:     "QUESTIONS  FROM  HOME  GARDENERS."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Questions  from  home  gardeners  come  up  for  answers  today. 
The  first  question  is  about  moving  houseplants  outdoors.    A  homemaker 
wants  to  know:     "When  the  time  comes  to  set  my  houseplants  out  in  the  garden, 
should  I  take  them  out  of  the  pot  or  set  them  in  the  ground,  pot  and  all?" 

The  answer  is:     Set  them  in  the  ground,  pot  and  all.     If  you  remove  the 
pot  and  set  the  plant  directly  into  the  ground,   the  roots  will  spread  so  that 
digging  up  the  plant  and  repotting  in  the  fall  will  be  difficult. 

When  you  are  ready  to  move  a  plant  to  the  garden,  dig  the  hole  deep 
enough  to  sink  the  pot  up  to,  or  a  little  over,   the  rim.     Now  lay  a  curved 
Piece  of  broken  pot  in  the  ground  just  below  the  pot's  drainage-hole  to  prevent 
earthworms  from  entering.     You  can  spread  peatmoss  over  the  rim  of  the  pot  to 
conceal  it  and  also  help  keep  the  plant  moist. 

If  you  have  a  plant  in  a  decorative  jar,  reset  it  in  an  ordinary  clay 
pot  with  a  drainage  hole  before  you  put  it  in  the  ground. 

By  the  way,  here's  a  point  to  remember  when  you  move  plants  outdoors. 
Hants  that  thrive  in  the  dim  light  indoors  won't  do  well  if  you  set  them  out 
in  full  hot  sunlight.     Foliage  plants  like  ferns  and  begonias  especially  need 
to  go  out  to  a  partially  shaded  spot  where  the  sun  won't  burn  their  leaves. 

So  much  for  setting  out  house  plants.     Now  here  are  a  couple  of  questions 


about 


roses. 


The  first  question  is:     "When  is  the  right  time  to  plant  roses-spring 
or  fall?" 
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In  the  North  where  winters  are  early  and  severe,  plant  roses  in  spring. 
In  warmer  sections  fall  is  ideal  for  setting  out  rose  bushes.     If  you  are 
\    setting  out  roses  in  spring,  get  them  into  the  soil  as  early  as  possible. 
Sometimes  warm  spring  weather  comes  with  such  a  rush  that  roses  planted  late 
may  have  their  tops  dry  up  before  the  roots  can  supply  enough  moisture  for  the 
buds  to  start.     If  you  must  delay  planting,   shade  the  plants  and  protect  them 
from  the  wind. 

Now  here's  a  letter  asking  the  conditions  best  for  growing  roses. 

Well,  roses  need  considerable  light.     Few  rose  varieties  do  well  in 
even  part  shade.     Locate  your  rose  garden  so  it  will  have  at  least  a  half  day 
of  sunlight.    But  many  rose  varieties  will  stand  shade  in  the  late  afternoons. 

Now  about  soil.     Hoses  can  thrive  in  almost  any  soil  from  light  sand  to 
heavy  clay,  but  they  do  best  in  a  medium  clay  loam.     They  want  well-prepared 
soil.    Before  you  set  out  rose  bushes,  remove  the  soil  lk  to  13  inches  down. 
Mix  this  soil  with  rotted  cow  manure.    Add  a  large  handful  of  bone  meal  to 
each  plant.     Then  return  the  mixture  to  the  plant  bed. 

As  for  moisture,  roses  prefer  slightly  moist  soil  but  want  good  drainage, 
Hoses  never  thrive  with  wet  feet.     On  the  other  hand,   they  don't  do  well  in 
very  dry  hot  places. 

Here's  the  last  question  about  roses:     "When  is  the  right  time  to  prune 
climbing  roses?  " 

The  time  to  prune  climbing  roses  is  after  they  have  bloomed,  not  early 
in  the  spring.     But  spring  is  the  time  to  cut  off  all  parts  that  have  been 
winter-killed. 

Now  here's  a  query  from  a  housewife  about  the  family  apple  tree.  She 
Wltes:    ..Qur  small  backyard  has  one  nice  apple  tree  which  ^ 

>°th  for  its  fruit  and  its  decorative  effect.     Please  tell  me  when  an  apple 
tree  needs  spraying." 
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To  save  your  tree  from  apple  scab  and  prevent  the  wormy  apples  that 
come  from  the  codling  moth,   spray  the  tree  k  times.     Just  when  the  blossoms 
first  show  pink  in  the  spring,  start  spraying  with  i  quart  of  liquid  lime- 
sulphur  per  12-1/2  gallons  of  water.     Spray  again  just  after  the  petals  have 
fallen.     Spray  the  third  time  2  to  4  weeks  after  the  petals  have  fallen. 
Add  U  ounces  of  powdered  arsenate  of  lead  to  the  third  spraying.     The  final 
spray  comes  10  weeks  after  the  petals  fall. 

Last  question  comes  from  a  gardener  who  says  her  thiving  wisteria  vine 
is  five  years  old  and  hasn't  "bloomed  yet.     She  wonders  why. 

Wisterias  grown  from  seed  take  a  long  time  to  flower,   sometimes  10  or 
more  years.     In  some  cases  they  never  flower.     So  play  safe  and  "buy  grafted 
plants  propagated  from  vines  that  have  "been  known  to  "bloom.     Plant  wisteria 
in  good  loam  enriched  with  manure  and  lightened  with  sand.     Mulch  with  manure 
each  winter.     Train  the  tops  to  "bend  horizontally  instead  of  soaring  up 
straight.     This  encourages  "blooming.     Sometimes  wisteria  doesn't  bloom  because 
late  frosts  kill  the  flower  buds.     If  you  live  in  the  colder  part  of  the 
United  States,   the  hardy  Japanese  wisteria  which  has  purple,  white  or  rose 
flowers  will  stand  the  climate  better  than  the  more  tender  Chinese  wisteria. 
Always  plant  the  wisteria  where  it  will  get  full  sun. 

There,  gardeners.     That  finishes  up  all  your  questions  on  hand  at  the 
moment.    Next  week  more  questions  will  come  out  of  the  mailbag. 
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